
Clifford School Parent Teacher Organization

General Meeting

April 11, 2013

I. Meeting was called to order at 7:12 by Tia Knuedler.  Attendance:  
See attached sign-in sheet, 16 people were in attendance.

II. Principal’s Report: Jammie Berhendt gave an update on the traffic 
situation.  The “no right turn onto Clifford Avenue” is on hold for 
the time being.  The plan is to have no parking in front of the 
school during specific times of the day to ease congestion, but it 
will be the end of the summer (at the earliest) before the new “no 
parking areas” can be implemented because the change needs to 
be approved by the city of San Carlos.

III. Special Event: A cake was served in celebration of Amy Stanbery’s 
Birthday.

IV. Treasurer’s Report:  1) The Direct Campaign is $12K under 
budget.  Amie O’Toole noted that a push is underway to get 
100% of the Clifford Families to contribute to the direct 
campaign.  There are two new banners posted to show the 
progress.  2) Next year’s budget needs to be finalized, but the 
Rhythm and Moves program, that is sponsored by the PTO, will 
be funded for the 2013-2014 school year.  

V. Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the March PTO meeting 
were circulated.  Niki Kolokithis motioned to approve the March 
Minutes, Tia Knuedler seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

VI. Tia Knuedler noted that e-scrip donations are down this year 
compared to last year.  There is an effort to raise awareness of 
the program (banner, website, e-blast, and program registration 
at the Clifford Open House event).

VII. Lap-a-thon: Katherine Schembri reported on the lap-a-thon 
plans.  This is one of the PTO’s big fundraisers for the year.  
There are numerous ways to get involved in the event.  A sign-
up sheet was circulated.



VIII. Clifford Open House:  Grades 2 through 8 will have their Open 
House on May 30th.  In addition to the classrooms, visitors can 
see the Spring Art Show in the MUB and participate in the Spring 
Raffle occurring in the library.  Donations for the raffle can be 
made at the drop-off/pick-up loop.  Donation forms can be 
found on the PTO Website and in the school office.  The week of 
the Open House, people can visit the school library to view the 
raffle items.

IX. Volunteer Positions: Pamela Martin discussed volunteer 
opportunities for next year.  May 2nd the board will meet to fill 
out the roster – anyone interested in a position – please talk to 
Pamela Martin, Christina Sullivan, or Tia Knuedler.  

X. Upcoming Events:  1) May Day Parade: Julianne Lindars is 
organizing the parade of Kindergarteners.  2) Moms and 
Margaritas will be held on May 4th. 3) Multicultural Festival is 
scheduled for June 7th.  Gretel Villalobos needs volunteers.  4)  
Middle School dance with Roy Cloud, North Star, and Clifford will 
be held on May 10th, at Clifford.  5) Yearbook deadline for 
ordering on-line is April 30th, after that the prices will go up. 6) 
8th Grade graduation will be June 13th at PCC.  To cut costs, a 
rehearsal will be held at Clifford instead of paying for bus 
transportation to PCC.  7) STAR Tests will be administered from 
April 22nd to May 17th.

XI. Ms. Smith announced that the Sunshine Committee plans to 
place a memorial in honor Karyl Hoke and would like the PTO to 
possibly participate.

XII. Frog Pond Update:  The deck has been completed and the sign 
will be placed this weekend.  Dates for an official “Ribbon 
Cutting” ceremony were discussed; one possibility was during 
the fall “Back to School Night”.  Options for the ceremony would 
include having the mayor attend, as well as, someone from the 
Patch.  Amy Stanbery volunteered to help with the Grand 
Opening.

XIII. Open Discussion: Niki Kolokithas thanked JammIe Behrent and 
Kerry Dees for the positive changes that are occurring on 
campus.

XIV. Meeting was adjourned at 7:48


