
Clifford School Parent Teacher Organization

General Meeting – Revision 1

Thursday, February 7, 2013
I. Meeting called to order by Christina Sullivan at 7:10 PM.

II. Attendance: See attached sign-in sheet.  Twenty-three people were in 
attendance.  

III. Hospitality:  Amy Stanbery served a light dinner.

IV. Principal’s Message:  Jammie Behrendt invited Don Dias and Pat Brown to 
speak at the meeting.  Don Dias is with the District Facilities group and 
Pat Brown is representing the Safe Routes to School Program.

a. Don Dias:  There have been traffic issues around Clifford School for years.  
The traffic coordinators do a great job, but there is often a traffic jam 
at the drive-way.  The upper parking lot has been completed and red 
zones have been added.  A plan has been put together in an effort to 
increase traffic flow and a survey was put out to the residents in the 
area for their feedback on the plan.  Jennifer Trundle (who lives in the 
neighborhood) mentioned that the survey they received was very 
unclear and their questions have not been addressed.  The general 
idea is to have one-way traffic on Clifford between Scenic and Eaton 
during a portion of the day (“first thing in the morning to 3:30 in the 
afternoon” ).  There would be no right turn onto Clifford Avenue from 
Scenic Drive.  The custodian would be responsible for posting the no 
left turn delineators.  It is up to the city of San Carlos and the county 
as to when this plan would be put into place.  Jennifer asked if there 
would be resident stickers so that residents could get to their homes 
directly instead of circling the neighborhood.  People expressed 
concern that dropping kids off at the corner of Scenic and Clifford 
would increase.    Don said that there would have to be someone 
posted at the corner for a period of time to enforce the no drop off 
policy at that corner.  A comment was also made that, for safety, the 
upper lot striping needs to be repainted.  Further questions can be 
directed to Jammie Behrendt. 

b. Pat Brown reported that there is money available for Clifford through the 
Safe Routes to School Program.  More information can be found in the 
program flyer. 



V. Frog Pond Update: The Frog Pond Fundraising Week generated $4800 
that will be used for construction materials.   More people have 
expressed interest in donating to the project but would like the funds to 
go through the PTO for tax purposes (tax deduction incentive).  Katherine 
Schembri motioned that we add a line item to the budget so that people 
can donate money to the PTO, specifying that the money go to the frog 
pond fund.  Bunnie Morrow seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and 
the motion passed unanimously.  Tia Knuedler reminded people to 
designate on their donation check that the money is for the Frog Pond 
Project. 

VI. A question was raised at to what the Middle School Enrichment line item 
was to be funding.  Those funds pay half the Enrichment Teacher’s salary.

VII. Secretary’s Report:  Minutes from the January PTO meeting were available 
for review.  Tia Knuedler motioned that we approve the January Minutes 
and Niki Kolokithas seconded the motion, the motion passed 
unanimously.

VIII. Read-A-Thon: Since the Read-A-Thon brought in less money than last 
year, it was suggested that we don’t make a donation to the library to 
offset the income loss. 

IX. 5th Grade Fundraiser:  The fifth grade classes are scheduled to attend 
Outdoor Education the week of April 15th.  The cost per student is $250.  
The PTO will provide Jammie Behrendt with $2000 for scholarship to be 
distributed on a need basis. The PTO executive board recommended that 
there be no PTO fundraiser, instead Christina will talk to the 5th grade 
teaching team to see if they would like to run a fundraiser.   This 
approach would allow each child to reduce their own fees by participating 
in the fundraiser.  The proposal is for Nature’s Vision to be used for the 
5th grade outdoor education fundraiser. 

X. Direct Donation Campaign: The PTO has received direct donations of 
$39K (approximately the same as last year to date).  Corporate matching 
programs need to be utilized to maximize donations.

XI. Aoife recognized Amy Stanbery for opening her home again this year for 
the 2nd Annual Cookie Exchange.

XII. Father Daughter Dance:  Planning is underway for the dance and it will be 
held on April 12th.



XIII. School Play Update: Aoife reported that tickets for the play are available 
on-line and in the school office.  Banners are being hung at strategic 
locations around town.  Patch will be coming to take pictures at a 
rehearsal.

XIV. Year Book: Maria Martin would like people to get photos for the yearbook 
to her by mid-April.  She prefers they be placed on a disc and can be left 
in the PTO box located in the copy room (remember to write, “ for Maria 
Martin” on it).

XV. Middle School Update: February 14th the middle school will be served 
cupcakes and milk in celebration of Valentines Day.

XVI. 70’s Groove and Auction: In order to proceed with the 70’s Groove and 
Auction, PTO will hold an emergency meeting on February 14th, at 8:20 
AM in the PTO office to vote on a budget increase,  the event will be 
larger than originally budgeted  (with both a silent and live auction).  It is 
proposed that we increase the budget from $2500 to $6000. 

XVII. Pamela Martin reported that the multicultural day will be held on June  7th  
and that Grettel Villalobos has taken the lead;  there will be an event 
during the day where students can come to learn about various countries 
and have event passports stamped.  Then, after school there will be 
games, a jumpy, dunk tank, and obstacle course.  Heather will check on 
the liability requirements.

XVIII. Niki Kolokithas expressed concern that there are still issues between the 
5th graders and the upper grades during recess/lunch.  Jammie Behrendt 
believes that interactions have been fine, but if there are issues, students 
and parents need to come to her if they have concerns.

XIX. Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.   


